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Last night we had a seder. At the seder we make kiddush. We did not make
the Shabbos kiddush. We made the kiddush for a festival, for a Chag. Why
was it that we made the festival kiddush and we did not make the kiddush

for a Shabbos? It is true that we inserted in parts of the festival kiddush
references to Shabbos, .but we did not make the Shabbos kiddush; we made the
festival kiddush. What's more, we.concluded tbe kiddush with the Shecheyanu.
Why don't we make a Shecheyanu every Shabbos? Why do we make a Shecheyanu
only on the festivals? What's more, when we learn about the argument that
Ben Zoma had with the Chachomeem it is hard to understand what that argument
was about. In the Haggadah we learn how Rabbi Elieza Ben Hazayun said, "Here
I am a man of about 70 years old, yet, I was not worthy to understand why

the story of:the departure of Egypt should be told at night until Ben Zalman
explained it." It says, of course, in the Torah.that:"you may remember the
days of your going out from Egypt all the days .of your life. The days of
your life are the days. All the days of your life are the nights." The
rabbis say, though, that the days of your life are this world, and all the
days of your life means to bring the days of the Mashiach. What was this

argument about?

We know that Pesach celebrates not only the physical redemption of the Jewish
people but also the spiritual redemption of the Jewish people. In fact,

there is an argument between Rav and Shmuel. Shmuel says that Pesach celebrates
the physical redemption of the Jewish people from slavery. That's why right
after the Manish Tanah we says, 'We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt." However,
Rav says that really what we are celebrating here is our spiritual redemption.
That's why we learn how long ago, from the beginning, our-forefathers were

idol worshippers but now the Eternal is our G-d and we worship Him. In other
words, that the Exodus from Egypt marked a turning point in the spiritual

life of the Jewish people, that until the Egyptian Exodus the Jews really
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believed that they deserved slavery. They did not know that they were the
equal of every other human being. They thought that perhaps they deserved

the slavery that they had received. In fact, that happens with many slave
peoples. They feel they deserve to be treated the way that they are treated.
Therefore, they do not try to get ahead and they do not try to do things

for themselves. We find that among the underlass of the United States as

well. Since the time of the Exodus from Egypt, Rav reminds us, Jews have

made a seder under the worst possible conditions throughout all persecutions.
Even in Auschwitz there was a seder. In Auschwitz the inmates there at a

risk to their lives took some potato peelings and put it into water and that
was their wine, took some flour from the earpenters shop which was making
targets for target shooting by the German officers. They used some flour

and water there to make the glue to attach the targets onto wooden boards.

They ate some sort of a matzah. How could Jews have made a seder in Auschwitz?
They made a seder in Auschwitz because inside they knew that they were free.
The Germans-could only enslave their bodies but not their souls. In fact,

the Germans tried to break the Jewish soul. They tried to make the Jews,
themselves, feel sub-human about themselves, but they failed because we knew
and we know that we are the equal of everybody else, that no matter how they
persecute us we know that we are spiritually their equal. That is why Jews
have risen to the top in every culture. Jews know that they can do things,
that they are are good as anybody else, as.amy nobility incany country.
Therefore, they have always risen to the top. The Moranos had a seder.

The Jews who were persecuted in Eastern Europe always had a seder because

they knew that inside they were free. When it happens that Jews feel culturally
inferior to other people then it is possible that they would not make a seder.
The Gacha Am talks about that. It talks about slavery in the midst of freedom.

The Jews of Eastern Europe were free in the midst of persecution, in the
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midst of almost slavery.

That is what Ben Zalman is telling us. He says that even in the darkest

of night we Jews still make a seder because we Jews know that we are free.

We Jews know that we should not be enslaved. So what are the rabbis saying?
The rabbis are-saying that the days of your life are first of this world,

All the days of the life refers to bring the days of the Mashiach. How do

they disagree with Ben Zalman? Ben Zalman says that it is enough to remember
you are free. The rabbis say, no. You have to bring the days of the Mashiach.
You have to actively work to bring the days of the Mashiach. You have to
actually actively work to bring about the Messianic era. We have to constantly
work to expand freedom. We have tovconstantly work to make sure that everybody
is free, that justice and peace and harmony prevail in the world. That is

2 task of many, many generations, but we can never desist from it. We have

to pursue it. Of course, we know that when an individual argues with the
rabbis that the rabbis win, but that really is Halacha. Jews should work

for justice in the world. Jews should work to make sure that the poor are

fed, that the homeless are housed, that the naked are clothed, It is our

job to make-sure that the poor and the helpless and the orphaned receive

the proper justice. However, some rabbis say that these rabbis are also

the same rabbis who were plotting of Bar Kochba. They point out that we

have to be careful when we try to bring about the days of the Mashiach.

We have to do it in such a way that we do not endanger our families.and endanger
Judaism totally. We also can never use means that are immoral or unjust.

Of course, many revolutionaries and people who think they are striving for
justice many times create great injustices because they think if.they create
injustices are balancing the previous injustices, and then we will have freedom,
but that is not so. That does n' work that way. We know when anti-Semitism

raises its head we have to not just remain passive. We have to actively
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do things. Of course, we have seen in this past election year what David
Dukes and Buchanans and statements by George Bush that hordes of lobbyists
are descending on Washington, which are reminscent, of course, of the Zionist
protocols, of this so-called Jewish power which rules the world, that we

have to fight against these things. We have to do it without endangering

our families and we have to do it in moral ways.

There is a big problem~facing the American Jewish community now. Do we stay
passive in the face of these attacks? Or do we take an active stand? We

have to be careful that we take a stand which will make sure that we survive
as a vibrant people. At the same time, we have to pursue the goals of justice
and righteousness. That, of course, is why the festival kiddush is said

and not the Shabbos kiddush. The Shabbos is really just a holiday betwee

man and G-d, the individual and G-d. Shabbos exists irrespective of man's
efforts. Man has to sanctify it, too, in partnership with G-d in order to
feel its holiness, but it eéxists irrespective of man, but the holidays only
exist when man is a partner with G-d. On this day we proclaim that we are
partner with G-d in perfecting the world. Holidays are between man, the
individual, and Israel. The people of Israel is the instrument of G-d in
perfecting this world. That's why Israel proclaims the holidays and G-d
confirms what Israel proclaims are to be the holidays. On Pesach we affirm
again that we are to help bring the Mashiach. That's why we open the door

for Elijah. Why should we open.the door for Elijah? If Elijah can go into
every Jewish home, why should we have to open the door for him? We open

the door because we have to do something, too. We have to let him in. We
have to initiate acts and G-d will help us. Why is it that we say the Shecheyanu?
We say the Shecheyanu because on this holiday we thank G-d for not only having
life but also for having existence. Shecheeonu V'keemonu is not a redundancy.

Shecheonu means that we are alive, and Keemonu means that we are spiritually
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whole. When we work for the salvation of the world, for the redemption of
the world we cannot use immoral means. We also must make sure that we are
still alive, that we do not endanger our family. We sit together at the
seder in families to remind us that in our quest for freedom we should not
destroy our families. We should not destroy our family values, and that

we should maintain our spiritual values. Therefore, on:the holiday-we:say
Shecheyanu. On Shabbos we do not stress the fact that we are partners with
G-d in creation. On Shabbos we stress the fact that we have values to work

toward. On Shabbos we do not stress the fact:thattwe are to work to bring

the days~of the Mashiach.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a man who went into the bank with
his dog to get a loan. The loan officer heard his story and looked his papers
over and realized his own bank was in a little financial difficulty and he
turned down the loan. The man whose loan was turned down set his dog after
the loan officer. The dog bit the man and then turned around and bit an
innocent bystander. The banker was aghast and shaken. He looked at the

man and said, "I understand why the dog bit me, but why did he bite that
innocent bystander?" The man said, "To get the rotten taste out of his mouth."
Many times when we see injustices-in the world we, too, sometimes lash out

and can hurt many innocent people because we want to cure the injustices.
Shabbos reminds us, too, that there is a G-d in the world and there are limits.
Shabbos also reminds us that we have to be careful to maintain our family

and our family values. Yes, the rabbis are right. It is our job to open

the door for Elijah, to bring the days of the Mashiach, not just remember

our spirituality and the fact that there should be freedom int he world,

but to help bring it about, but we have to do it with Sechel, We have to

do it in such a way that we do not use immoral means or endanger our families

or our family values. May we all work for freedom so that soon the Mashiach

will come quickly in our day. Amen.




